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Looks play big part in jobhunt

More people using cosmetic surgery
to increase their appeal to employers

By Stephen Higgins
Ragiitor Staff
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FAIRFIELD — Carol, a 51-yvear-
old divorces, has been looking for
a full-time job as an administrative
assistant for 12 years,

"*There is heavy competition in
Connecticut.'” sald Carol, a Fair-
field resident who asked thal ber
last name not be used.

5o Carol ook what some might
consider & drastic step: In O r
she umderwent plastic surgery o
“lift"" her eyes mnd eyebrows.

Carol sasd her eves had become
doopy and ““tired"” looking, and
she was afraid they wers tuming
ulfJ.hurcnliul employers. My cyes
made me look sad and tired. Ii's
ol whit they want somecns 10
look like"* Carol said.

The surgeon who lifted Carol's
eyes, Dr. Meil Gordon of Fairfield,
said more and more people are
secking cosmetic surgery for ca-
recr-related reasons.

A5 baby boomers age amd
doamsizing continues, competition
for jobs is heating uwp. A lot of

ople mre convinced that a youth-
ul appearnnce has become a key
ingredient im career success,

"As we age, our eyebrows may
drop and project a negative attrib-
ute v our body language that may
or may nol reflect how we feel
trusicke,”” said Gordon, a plastic sur-
geon with Ear, Nose, Throat & Fa-
cial Plastic Surgery Associates in
Fairfleld and a facualty member at
the Yale School of Medicine

“People who have negative
emotions connected o their face
are going to be less likely to come
across well,'" Gordon said,

Among all of his patients who
come in strictly for cosmene work,
the number who are motivated by
career considerations has increased
from sbout 30 pércent in 1988
50 percent or 60 percent today,
Crordon said.

And while the majority of cos-
metic  surgery patients are  still
women, the parcentage of men has
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look sad and tired. It's
not what [potential
employers] want

someone to look like.”

Carol, & 51-year-olf
plastic surgery patient

jumped from T percent to 15 per-
cent, Chordon said,

Drr. Jefirey L. Benjamin, mtemd-
i:|1.g; plaghc surgean at Lramiord
Hospital and assistant clinical g‘l‘ﬂ
fossor af Mew York Medical Col-
lege, agreed thal more men are
coming n for <osmefic
procedures.

A ot of |:u.'-|'|'|'||{' n the work-
place find themeslves competing
with younger people, and they ane
coming in,'" sald Benjamin, who
gaid the trend has been building for
& decade, *“The main change has
been the number of men.'”

Benpumin said a big factor has
been society's increasing accepd-
ance of plastc surgery

""Before, it was something
ple fell only movie stars did, m
average people are having it done
every day.” he said,

A recent survey by the Ameri-
can Academy of Facial Plastic &
Reconstructive Surgery beass that
out. The academy reporicd the
number of face hifis soared 178
percent between 1989 and 1993,
Eve lifts have rizen 95 percent in
the same period.

Another recent survey, conduct-
ed by the American Association of
Betired Persons, showed that a
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Please see Looks, Page D4 Dr. Neil Gordon of Falrfisld says more people are sssking cosmalic surgery.



